
rejection. 8he will hate nothing to do with the alaveiy quea¬
tion. There ia nothing in her conatitution about slavery.be-
cauae she did not with to have it impede her admiaaion into
the Union ( but if the territorial meaiurea are to be added, and
thoae measures are to have the queation of slavery mixed up
with them, then we ahail have a queation brooght up by which
the whole admiaaion of California, after being delayed for auch
a length of time, may be loat in diaagreement between the two

Houses. Sir, I cannot be driven off the track by heariug it

urged that there ia nothing in thia proceeding injurious or

derogatory to California. In my opinion it ia both injuiious
and derogatory ; injurioua already in the delay it haa created,
dangerous in the conjunction which it may make of questions
which may result in a diaagreement between the two Houaea,
and by which ahe may be loat. We all remeritber the Oregon.
bill, and the conteat between the two Houses on that bill.
The honorable Senator from Kentucky aaya that it may be¬

come necessary to introduce the previoua question here.
Whenever the 8enate by reaolve ahall introduce the previoua
queati >n here, though I ahall atruggle against the adoption of
it, as I have done heretofore, to the utmost.for I go for full
debate In thia chamber.yet, whenever the Senate adopta
the previous question, I shall submit to it; but until the Senate
adopts it, I will resist ita unauthorized and disguised execution
upon this body. 8ir, we now have it admitted that here is
the previous question, in a different form from that which is
knowu to the parliamentary law ; that here is the previous
question, intended to cut off all amendments ; every thing in
the world which the previous question contains, except the
form and except the rule of the house which leads to it. It
ia now a bastard rule, surreptitiously introduced and attempt¬
ed to be forced upon us by a declaration that the Senate will
not pass upon any amendment. It ia the previous question,
air, and it ia most revolting, and if it were any body else than
the eminent 8enator from Kentucky who had proposed it, I
should say that it was a most unparliamentary motion.

But, Mr President, thia committee ia to go out for compro¬
mise. Now, what ia a compromise, and how long are such

things kept > What waa the validity of the compromise made
between the SenatoY from Kentucky and myself; how long
waa it inviolable > I offered a set of resolutions which/1
deemed good ones; the 8enator from Kentucky got up and
moved to have them amended by substituting another set. I
did not think his equal to my own at all, but in a spirit of

compromise, and as a compromise, I accepted them, and did
what a compromiser ought to do, immediately give up his
own. And yet what ia the atate of the caae to-day f I thought

'

then that tbe 8enator from Kentucky was going to vote for
hia own amendment; I thought he waa going to accept the
compromise which he had made ; and yet to-day, sir, he flies
from that amendment, he does not stand to it; he objects to

the whole of hia own amendment, which I accepted the otber

evening in a apirit so conciliatory that it ought to have brought
ua all to harmonioua conciliation. Now, air, we are going to

have another compromise, a plan of compromise with this ex¬

perience of compromising before our eyes. I have no great
faith in compjomises at any time. There are compromises
in the constitution 5 they are fundamental, they are perma¬
nent, they are obligatory 5 we are aworn to obaerve them, and
thoae compromises I wish religiously to keep. But aa for these,
which seem to me like the compromises of lovers, made one

evening to be broken the next morning.aa for these compro¬
mises which I have referred to, really, after this experience.
this, I would aay, flagrant experience, in the face of the Se¬
nate, between myaelf and the Senator from Kentucky, I do
think that the idea of bringing a compromise into thia body
ought to be abandoned altogether.

Mr. Preaident, we aak the ya naya upon this motion;
and if the Senator's resolution.I can call it nothing but a

resolution.for the guidance and conduct of the Senate shall
be adopted, we ahall immediately undertake to test it, and to

see whether the rulea in your book are not irr force which
allow Senators to offer inatructions ; and we are entitled to a

vote upon this resolution, and which cams>t be laid on

the table without carrying the whole subject with it.
The yea* and nays.having been ordered on the amendment

of the Senator from Kentucky.
Mr. DOUGLA8said: I feel inclined to vote for the amend¬

ment of the 8enator fiom Kentucky, and I will very briefly
give my reasons for that vote. My object in resisting the ap¬
pointment of the select committee was to get at the practical
question of the admission of California into the Union. A
majority of the Senate has on three different occasions, by the
yeas and nays, declared that the Senate is in favor of the ap¬
pointment of a committee. We are authorized to infer from
these three test votes, that that majority is determined to ap¬
point this committee. Sir, if they are determined upon it,
they have a right to the appointment ol a committee. I hold
that, if I occupy the posiUon of making factious opposition to
the majority of this body, I give a license to a factious oppo-
aition from the other side, in the manner that has been threat¬
ened, in order to keep California out of the Union. I will do
no act, here or elsewhere, that shall be a precedent, that shall
be a license to an opposition under tho rules of the body, bui
which can only have the effect to occasion delay by thwart¬
ing the majority. I will sanction no course of proceedings
which may give that liceuse when California shall be put upon
her passage. For thia reason, I feel disposed to vote for the
amendment offered by the Senator from Kentucky, and on the
ground avowed by him; that is, to cut offall amendments snd lei
this mat er go to a committee, if there is a majority to send
it there, for them to act according to their discretion. When
they come to report, there will be a vote taken on these proposi¬
tion as a whole, if it shall be one, or upon their Beveral pro-
positions, if there shall be more than one. Those who think
it wise to separate the meaaures will have an opportunity then
of teatiug that course, by the yeas and naye, in thia body,
and they will then have an opportunity of recording their own
opiniona upon the record. I dcprecate this course. I would
prefer ihe consideration of the California 8tate bill at once,
and let the motion to unite be made here in the Senate ; but,
if I cannot have my own way, I will not delay the Senate by
preventing the majoriiy from having theirs. I shall vote to
cut off all these amendments, in order that the committee may
be appointed at once, if it is to be appointed at all. And,
¦ir, the remarks of the 8enator from Missouri have relieved
my doubt upon this point, when he informed us that there
was reason to suppose that this matter was all cut and dried,
and arranged; that the committee had been formed, that the mea¬
sures had been agreed upon, that the whole matter had been
arranged, and that it is but a farce to go out, and bring in the
verdict. If that be true, it will take but a very abort time to

get through with the farce, and I would rather laugh a: tho
farce than wrangle and quarrel, and make it a tragedy instead
of a farce. The objection urged by the Senator from Missouri
has convinced me upon this point.that we bad belter subnrt
to the fare*, allow them to go out, and to come in. This is
not my opinion, but I have come to this conclusion simply in
order to save time, and to get at the practical question. I see

no use in prolonging this controversy, against the express will
of the majority of the Senate. I speak for myself, and for no
one else. I felt it due to myself to express my own opinion,
in order to put myaelf before the country in the light in which
I wish to atand before my own constituents.

Mr. WEBSTER. I merely wish to suggest, sir, what I
conceive to be an irregularity in the motion of the honorable
Senator from Kentucky, (though he is as competent to judge
of the order or irregularity of a proceeding as any gentle¬
man in the country.) I care not, air, how this motion to raise

a committee be decided. 1 have no interest in it, because I
I am inclined to think that no great benefit can now be de¬
rived from it; but I must say that I do not think that the
motion of the honorable member from Kentucky is in or¬
der. I do not think that it is a motion that can lie received
and entertained by the Chair; because I think it is the direct
reversal of one of the standing rules of the Senate. Any
.proposition may be made

Mr. FOOTE. The honorable Senator from Massachusetts,
I know, is not aware that this is resjudicata.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator from Mis¬

sissippi rise to a point of order ?
Mr. FOOTE. I do sir. I know that the Senator from

Maasacbuaetta was not in .the house at the time, and I am
¦ure he would not pursue the present course of discussion if
be knew that thii point had been decided by the Chair al¬
ready.

Mr. WEBSTER. I did not so understand it.
Mr. FOOTE. The point of order was raised, and the

Chair decided that the motion was in order.
Mr. WEBSTER. I suppose, if the smendment is in

order, I may give my reasons for voting for it or against
it; if it is not in order, I shall not say any thing about it.
The rule of the Sena'e is, that the proposition under-con¬
sideration may be amended. Now, suppose that this were
a bill, ctuld it contain a proposition that it should not be
subject to amendment ? Or could- any gen'Ifman move, as an
amendment to it, that this bill ahall be carried through the
Senate without any proposition to amend ? I apprehend that
be could not; and I submit to the boiorable member from
Kentucky whether hia motion is strictly in order ' If I un¬
derstand his resolution, it expresses the opioion that we ought
to go clear of all propositions to amend. Is that the senti
ment that will be ecpressod in the amendment if we adopt it >

Mr. CLAY. I do not wish to interrupt the Senator, but
here ii a proposition to raise a committee of thirteen, and to
refer to that committee of thirteen certain subjects. Verywell. The Senator from Missouri proposes to do what 1 To
iropoae certain restrictions upon that committee. Well, what
ia my proposition ? The negative of his, accompanied by a
declaration that we do not wish to give any instructions to
the committee, and especially not those proposed by the Se¬
nator from Mssouri. We hare the right to vote these
amendments down one by one : my proposition am aunts
to the sime thing. The original motion is to raiae a
committee and refer certain subjec's to it. The amend¬
ment is to restrict that committcc. My proposition is that we
will not adopt the restrictions proposed, or any other, but
leave the committee free and untrsmmelled.
Mr. WEBSTER. The Senator from Kentucky will ex¬

cuse me if I doubt the propriety of his motion. I suppose
it will not be in order, if this resolution is paaacd, to have any
further amendments. I very much doubt -whether auch a

mtftion should be received by the Chair. I doubt whether it
is not a queation for the8eoate to decide whether any amend¬
ments that may be proposed shall be adopted. It ir wy
opinion that it is.

Mr. CLAY. There have been some seventeen resolution*
proposed by the Senator from Tennessee and myaelf to the
Senate. The Senate ha- ex preyed no opi^ upon any one

of them. And, air, what ha* been proposed by .*=*Jmeat? Why, it i« that all these matters shall be referred to

the select committee.the Senate refusing .to express any
opinion upon any one of them-giving no instruction, for the
guidance of that committee. Is there any impracticability in pur¬
suing such acourae f The Senate fcasexpreased noopinion, end
?o one has expressed any opinion, except in speeches, ;)^the resolutions that have been under our consideration, in

has been no deliberate expression of opiniou »n thia body-
The proposition is, to refer all of the subjects to a committee,
and my amendment is, that I will not say to that committee
beforehand how they are to act upon this or that subject.
think that this explanation ought to eatisfy the Senate.

I have never said that, when all these subjects are sen

that committee, it will not be the duty of that
.o into a conakleration of all the questions at issue. Some^topi« they ma, connect together, and some they may repojtbyseparate bills or resolutions. All that I have said was '^at,for one, I would not desire a larger combination of
than the question of governments for the'Territories of U
and New Mexico, and the admission of California, and, pos-
«ibly, the settlement of the boundary of Texas, in ?n® '

the other questions in separate bills. I trust that this v

not an impracticable one. If the Senate hsd MP^*d any
opinion, as the Senator from New Hampshire seems to sup
poee, upon the various questions that are proposed
ferred to this committee, and it shou d now &

. .

committee any instructions in regard to them, ther® *
some incompatibility in our proposed action ; ^u the Senate
has expressed no opinion upon any of the relations offcred
by the Senator from Tennessee or myself; «d the simple
question is, shall we refer all these matters in a y
select committee, without any instruction to that ^to how they shall act upon tE?Wveral subjects thus referred
to their consideration ?
The question being put upon the amendment as m difi ,

the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as o *

w ac \v»>nri Atchison. Badjrerf Bc)lt Borland, But-
ler Clay Cass, ciemens, Davis, o? Mississippi, Dickinson,
llo'dye of Iowa Douglas', Downs, Foote, Hunter, Jones,Kin|, Mangura,'Maiou, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian,
Soule Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Yulee. .

NAYS-.Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Bright,
Chsse Clarke Corwin, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dayton,Dodge', of Wisconsin, Felch, Greene, Hale, Hamlin,
Norris, Phelps, Seward, Shields, Smith, Walker, Whit-
comb.22.

, ,

80 the amendment to the amendment was adopted, and
then, the amendment, as amended, was adopted.

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 suppose it will now be in order to meve
to amend the original motion ?
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is in order.
The proposed amendment was again read.
Mr. CLAY. I believe, sir, that is the precise proposition

that was made the other day by the Senator from Missouri,
and which was voted down.

Mr. HAMLIN. If the gentleman had .waited for a mo¬

ment I would have explained the reason why I offer this
amendment. It is true that another proposition, similar to

this, but embracing a larger number and greater variety of
questions, was submitted a few days since, and it was voted
down. The motion of the Senator from Mississippi now is

less extensive than it was then, consequently the vote of the
Senate to connect or dissever the questions then, cannot
considered tantamount to a vote to exclude a portion of them
now ; although I have myself no doubt that the action of
the Senate will be the same now as it was then. It is my
intention, and it is also, I believe, the intention of my col¬
league, to vote for no Territorial bill that does not contain an

express prohibition of slavery. We have been instructed by
the Legislature of our State to that effect, and those instruc¬
tions accord fully with our own views. Well, sir, being so

instructed, and cordially approving of those instructions, I
desire to present this proposition to the Senate, so that I may
exhibit the evidence of my willingness to carry out that doc¬
trine in good faith ; and to vote for no measure by indirection
which shall cover up a subsequent vote, and thus relieve mo
from those instructions. Therefore, I ask that I may have
the privilege now of voting to dfssever them, so that if they
should be connected by the committee, as I suppose we all
understand they are to be, that then, when I am compelled to
vote against the admission of California, on account of its
being connected with other questions, if that contingency
should arise, this amendment will show my desire to discon-

^Mr^CLAY. The motion made the o'her day is precisely
that which is now offered. It is in these words :

" But nothing in the resolution shall be construed to autho¬
rize the said committee to take into consideration any thing
that relates to the admission of California into the Uuion.

That is the resolution that was voted down.
Mr. HAMLIN. I do not desire to offer any other reason

than I have already offered, except to say that, upon the pro¬
position then pending, no committee was then raised, and
nothing grew out of it. There was an expression of the
opinion of the Senate, it is true ; but under that motion no
committee was rnised, and the motion was subsequently wl,j*'drawn. If, under the present motion, a committee is to be
raised, as I doubt not there will be, I desire to record my vote
in favor of a separation of the subjects.

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I would suggest to the honora¬
ble Senator from Maine, whether he would not attain his object
in a better manner by awaiting the report of the committee,
and then by moving to separate California from the other su

jects, should it be associated in the same bill with any other .

The Senator desires that his position should not be m sun-

derstood, and therefore wishes to have a vote now upon this
question. As to ^he appointment of a. committee, there is

no danger of misunderstanding, because he has announced
hi6 objection to the measure, and will record his vote against
it. He is presupposing that the committee will unite 1>arious

subjects in the same bill, and wishes in advance in effect to
pronounce upon it. This interpretation may not be correct.
There may be no such reason, and in that event this mea¬
sure would be wholly unnecessary. It would be a mere work
of supererogation. If, on the contrary, the union should
take place, it will then be as competent for the Senator to
move a separation, as it is now to move a prohibition against
it. The subject will be just as much in our power then as

now, and it will be much more proper#to act in that case,
for we shall then be dealing with existing facts, and not with
imaginary ones.
And this same error, ai to the course of the committee,

seems to pervade all our discussions upon this subject. It is
assumed that, because diff-rent subjects are to be referred to
this committee, they must therefore be included in the same

bills, and the one, therefore, made dependant upon the other ;
and this assumption, made it appears to ma without
the least authority, is then urged as a decisive argument
against this proposition of reference.

In the first place, sir, no one has a right to assume that
such will be the case, and to make this bare assumption a

ground of opposition to the proceeding. I agree with the
distinguished Senator from Kentucky that no committee
would thus unite all the questions referred to it. I consider
such a course out of the question ; so much so as not to
furnish, even to the most cautious, a reason for voting against
this measure. I go further, sir . I do not believe that there
will be any further union of subjects in the same bill than the
junction of the admission of California with the governments
of the Territories ; and I see a gTeat fitness in that. But, sir,
should the committee go Turther, and include mote topics,
what effect will that have > Just none at all, in opposition to
the will of the majority. "

Gentlemen seem to suppose that the report of the commit¬
tee is to be like the laws of the Medes and Persians, not subject
te any alteration or amendment whatever. And the Senator
from Maine evidently acts upon the same supposition when
he makes his motion beforehand to guard against a particulsr
course of action on the part of the comm ttee which he hap¬
pens to disapprove. And permit me here to remark that a

great deal has been said about an understanding among Sena¬
tors.>a caucus of the leading m mbers of this body, and
much more of tho same sort. This is certainly making a

great matter out of a very small one. It is of little conse¬

quence whe'her there has been any caucus or not, or whether
there be in reality such an understanding or not. I will say,
however, that I have heard of no caucus, and know of no un¬

derstanding upon the subject. If theie be any such, I am ut¬
terly ignorant of it. And I repeat, it i» a small matter to be
placed so prominently before the 8onate and the country.to
talk so earnestly about caucuses and about leaders. I know
nothing of either. I, for myself; am as little disposed to lead
as I trust I am to be led.

, ,Now here is si preposition to refer to a committee a grandsubject,' affecting the very existence of ihe Confederation; it
is said to be unusual; but it must be remembered that the
present condition of the country is unusual also. There is a

proportion to refrrail the questions connected with this grave
subject to a committee. Well, what is the objection that Is
urged against this reference > A good deal haa been said
about instructions to the committee, and about an tflort to
check debate. Now, it seems to me that no reasonable man,
who has listened to the debate that has taken p .«©

can suppose that there is any dispjsition to c « .

If this debate has been checked, it would tenure a wnmsr man

than I am to tell what would be a free debate, or to "hatlength
of time or topics its courae would lead ns. Senators ha p-
aued their own course in their own way, and a more isc

debate I have never listened to. I have litile apprehension that,
here or elsewhere, any martyra can be made to the grea cat s

of free discussion by the proceedings of to-day. A 1 sue a u-

sions are, to say the least of them, in very bad taste. And w a^ia to be the practical disposiiion of the labors of the comiMtM*.
The subjects will come hack to us reported upon by ¦

committee; the whole matter will be within the jurisdictionof the Senate, and any proposition to amend can tben be
made aa well as now. Let the subject go to the committee,
and let them make the best report they can ; no man will be
committed by the report, whatever it may be t we shall be
pledged to nothing the committee may do. All that is pro¬posed is, that, in the difficulties in which we find ourselves
involved, a coinmi tee ahall deliberate and ..certain if aome

practicable plan cannot be devised for the settlement of the
agitating subjects which now distract the country. Can any
reasonable man object lo this course * I freely confess I cannot
aee bow he can. I have listened to every word that baa been
said in the course of the debate, and my surprise baa in¬
creased rather tban diminished at the opposition which ia ex¬
hibited. The proposition affords one hope the more for an ac¬
commodation of the differences that divide ua. I said when thia
measure was first introduced, that my hopes of the advantagea
to be derived from it were by no means sanguine; and the
course of proceeding in the Senate aiuce that time has by no
meana increased my confidence in the result. I followed the
honorable Senator from Kentucky in his declaration of similar
views, as I am happy to follow him in his noble effort to pre¬
serve this Union, equally dear, I have no doubt, to bim and me.
But, whether my hopes or my apprehensiona preponderate
as to the effect of this measure, my course will be still the
same. It may do good, and can do no barm As I have said,
it affords oue chance the more of a happy termination of our
troubles. If the committee make a repert that will be satis¬
factory, we can adopt it, and rejoice heartily at the happy re-
sult. If they do not, we shall then be no worse off than we
are now, and must proceed to look our difficulties in the face,
and to apply the bdst remedy which may then be left to us $
and in any event it will be a grateful reflection that we have
taken tbia step, deemed so important by many members of
this body, and so urgently demanded, by a large portion
of the Union. And this consideration, were there no other,
is decisive'with me for supporting the proposition. It ia in¬
deed a small, a very small" matter, to yield in a spirit of con¬
ciliation { but it seems to be opposed with as much stern¬
ness of purpose, as if a sacrifice of the dearest interests
of the country were demanded. I sympathize, sir, with no
such feeling, nor indeed do I understand it. North or &>u'b,
East or West, when great sectional questions are involved,
if I could not yield the principle at issue, certainly I would
yield much as to the mode of its consideration, and as ta the
process of adjuatment. In no country under heaven is such
a spirit more required than this, and if it prevailed more

extenaively I should anticipate, with more confidence than I
now do, not merely the speedy settlement ofthe quesions in dis
pute, but the restoration of those fraternal feelings without
wbicb, though there may be a political union, there can be no
union of affection. It seems to be distinctly understood
that the discussion of the subject of the admission of Cali¬
fornia is to go on, notwithstanding the reference to this
committee, and before the discussion can be terminated under
any circumstances, to judge by the progress made, the re¬

port will be received, and we shall then have made some pro¬
gress towards a solution of our d fficulties ; we shall have done
something, much indeed, I trust, towards the aduiiasion of
California and the establishment of the necessary Territtrial
governments.

I repeat what I have before said, that I consider the ad¬
mission of California as certain as any event which has act

yet happened, unless prevented by some process or machinery
of legislation in the other House, such as has been alluded
to here ard elsewhere. I trust, however, that no such mea¬
sures will be resorted to. I should consi ler it . course of
action greatly t j be deprecated. All we have to do is ts per¬
mit the committee to consult and bring back a report. A
good deal has been said about compromise?, as though, by the
appointment ofthis committee, we were proposing to surrender
some great principle lying at the foundation of our Government.
Indeed one might suppose, from the temper and "earnestness

displayed, that our whole social and political system was to be
put to hazard by this very harmless attempt- to adjust our
troubles by a compromise committee. And such are our fears
of this terrible word, that we have actually struck it out of
the resolutions, where it bad been very properly introduced,
and made ourselves safe behind the shelter of its substitute,
adjustment. Why, sir, neither the word nor the thing
is so very terrible. This world is a world of compromise
From the cradle to the grave human life is full of com¬

promises. A man gives up some portion of his natural rights
to sccure the remainder ; and from the beginning to the end
of his years the same principle marks his progress. He who
stands upon his position with rigid inflexibility, and expects
the world to bow before him, will soon find by experience
how much he has deceived himself. In the operations of all
Governments there must be compromises. I suppose there
never was a law passed which precisely met the views, in all
particulars, of every one taking part in legislation. Each
can see something which, in his opinion, might be im¬
proved, but each has to surrender something to comfuomise,
in order lo attain the object in view. What mutual con¬
cessions are to be made to lead to a compromise in any given
case is a practical question, to be determined by the circum¬
stances. I suppose no one dreams of the cession of any of
the questions conrifcted with the application of California.
With the views I entertain, and have expressed upon that
subject, I can never consent to compromise away her rights.
Such a measure is disavowed in all parts of this chamber.
But measures far short of that, from the indications we
have received, would afford satisfactory grounds for adjust¬
ment. Many who object to the admission of California, as
an insulated proposition, have avowed their willingness to
abandon their opposition, if that measure is connected to a bill
for the government of the Territories. Is that a compromise
which involves any surrender of principle, or, indeed, of expe¬
diency ? Is it not a small peace dicing upon the altar of
our country, if it is followed by the restoration of peace and
harmony ? As has been well remarked by the distinguished
Senator from Kentucky, it will be fulfilling an obligation we
have solemn'y taken ; it will give equally to the people acquired
by the same treaty the governments suited to their condition.

It is, in fact, no compromise, but the performance of a

duty. It is doing precisely whit we ought to do, and what
we have engaged to do. If the opposition to California can be
removed by such an act.compromise, if you please to call
it.and that State brought into the Union more easily and
more speedily, as I believe it can, I am*in favor of it ;
.a I should be opposed to it, were that great great measure
put to hazard. And I hold myself as free to act after the re¬

port of the committee as I am now.under no obligation, how¬
ever slight, to accept it, unless I think it just and reasonable.
And I am well satisfied that we shall secure the admission of
California much sooner by this process than by any other,
especially by endlesdopposilion and endlessdiscussion, ofwhich
this day has had its full share, as has many a day before, and
as will many a day hereafter, if the same spirit prevails ; and
while we are thus talking about delay in the admission of
California, that very dflay is produced more by this cause than
by all other causes put together.

I am opposed to any instructions, for a most obvious rea¬
son. Would you make a farce of what should be a solemn
measure ? If you select thirteen members of this body as a
committee of reference, have you not confidence enough in
Ihem to trust something to their discretion 1 If you have
hot, you had better abandon the project. Cannot you trust
them to talk over this whole matter, and to tell you what
they think of it, without fettering their thoughts and their
tongues, and saying omit this and that subject, for we
cannot trust you even to offer us an opinion upon it '

Why, si', no honorable man would serve upon such a
committee, purporting to be organized for a great national
purpose, and responsible in the eyes of the country for i:s
proceedings and its recommendations, but divested of nil n.cans
of effecting any valuable object, and rendered impotent by(he very act of its creation. 1 am willing to have the opinion
of any thirt. en members of this Senate upon this whole sub¬
ject, and then I shall be as free as I am willing to consider
their report in a spirit of respect, and to adopt just as much
ofitas I think the public interest requires. In the mean time,
and while the committee is deliberating, I shall vote with the
distinguished Senator from Kentucky for proceeding with the
discussion respecting the admission of California, and making
all the progress we can.
Mr. BENTON. The amendment proposed by the Sena¬

tor from Maine is now pending.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has been making

inquiry, and now learns that this amendment was Submitted
to the original motion first, and that it was withdrawn, and
was appended by the Senator to the motion now pending.
The Chair, in comparing the amendments, finds a verbal
difference. IMr. BENTON. Then the Chair decidea that the amend¬
ment of the Senator from Maine is not now pending before
the Senate ?
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Cbair understands that

after the present motion to refer the resolutions of the Senator
from Tennessee and those of the Senator from Kentucky to
a select committee, that then the Senator from Missouri sub-
mitted to that motion the following amendment:
"But nothing in these resolutions shall be construed to

authorize the said committee to take into consideration any
thing which relates to the admission of California into the
Union."
Ard the vote was taken on it, and it was rejected, and

now the Senator submits the following :

"Except so much aa relates to the admission of California
as a State."

^Mr. HAMLIN. There are certain resolutions ti accdm-
pany this relation of the 8enator from Mississippi to the
select cemmittc*. My amendment is simply to prevent a part
of the* resolutions from going to that committee, leaving the I
rest of the resolutions to go to it. The ether amendment
was that the whole of the .resolutions should go, but that they
should not act upon them. I think there is a difference in
the two propositions. I proposed to keep from that commit¬
tee a certain portion of the raeoluliona proposed lo be aub-
mitted by the Senator from Miss'ssippi. The amendment
offered by the Senator from Ms-ouri did not propose to with¬
hold any of the resolutions, but to instiuct ihe committee how
to act alter they had got there.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair reeds tic first

amendment, in the following words :
" But nothing in this resolution shall be eonslrusd to au¬

thorize the aaid committee to take into consideration any thing
which relates to the admission of California '

as a State into
the Union."
The present amendment is to except from the reference ao

much of the same as relates to the admission of Celifornia
as a State. Tbtf only difference is thet in the one ease they
are proposed to be referred to the committee with instructions,
and in the other without.

Ml. FOOTE. Certainly; the action of the committee
muit be the nmt in both cases. I now undeistand the
question to be decided by the Chair.

>The VICE PRE8IDENT. The Chair thinks it is a

proper question for the Senate to decide.
Ml. BENTON. Then I understand that ihe amendment

is pending, and I offer as an amendment to the amendment
the fourteen point* of instruction ; and I shall a»k the vote ot
the Senate and the yeas and nays upon cach of these fourteen
points ; end 1 will see whether or not the previous question
is in jorce here yet.

. 1
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from Missouri

moves to amend the amendment by adding thereto the fo -

lowing:
.

1. With instructions, that in any bill, schemc, or otner
measure or measures they may report, they shall not connect
ihe admission of the State of California with any other pr
posed legislation which shall require the assent ot any other
State to its completion.

. . -

2. That they shall not connect the admission of the state o

California with any measure which is connected with# ques¬
tion sf bouudary or other controversy with any other state.

3. That they shall not connect the admission ot tl»e state o

California with any other measure ot less diguitythan tne re¬

ception and admission of a sovereign State to be a new anu
entire member of this Union.

4. That they shall not make California a party to, or in anj
way include or connect her with, any provision in the na uie

or intent of a compact relating lo slavery, or to any slave
State or slave Territory, other than the compacts ot the con¬
stitution.

« ...5. That they shall not make California a party to, or Ih any
way include or connect her with, any provision in tne na ure

or intent of a compact ot any deicrintion, other than tiiecom-
nactt ot* the constitution, and those compact! relating o ie

domain which have been heretofore required ot new a a e

formed out of the Territory of the United States.
c. That they shall not report any measure proposing any

alteration in the boundaries of the State ot Califtwnia.
7. That they shall not make the State of California a narty

to. or in any way connected with, or the question ol her a mis¬
sion in any way connected with or dependant on, any provisionin the nature ot a compact which has not been required
either of the following named States : Ohio, Indians, 11 inoi ,

Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, Mis¬
souri, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Florida.

.

8. That they shall not make a party to, or in any l]Qan"
bind to, include iu, or connect with, any provision having
character or intent of a compact, any State, or people hav'ngth
political organization of a State, not represented in this y

9. That Uiey shall not connect the admission ot the State ot
California with any matter foreign to the admissioni oft1hat
Sute in a direct manner, on a precisely equal tooting with the
originaWtates, aad unincumbered with any other conditions,
responsibilities, or considerations.

Mr. BENTOTt There were five others oft red before
these, whuh I witi would take precedence of them.
They were read as follows :

Provided, That toothing in this instruction shall be con¬
strued to authorize the said committee to take into c onsidera¬
tion any thing that relates to either of the four following
subjects^ abolition si8Very within the States.
a The suppressidi of the slave trade between the states.
3. The abolition if slavery within the forts, arsenal», dock¬

yards and navy yar<s of the United States.
4. Abolition of silvery within the District of Columbia
And providedJurtier, That said committee snail not take

into consideration a.jy- question in relation to the sutaect of
domestic slavery in tie United States, which shall not be spe¬
cially retered to it bj order of the Senate.
Mr DlCKINSOl. I understood the Chair to decide that

it is a question for tli Senate to determine whether^ amend¬
ment now proposed |»y the Senator from Maine is not the same
in substance as that ofiered by the Senator from Missouri.
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decided that it

was not so idcnticajas to make it the same.
Mr. DICKINSOK. I understood that the Chair was going

to submit the quest/on to the Sena'e 5

Mr UNDERWPOD. This, if I understand it, is a pro¬
position by the Senttor from Missouri to,^^ a ProP°^';nsubmitted by the Senator from Maine. The Chair doubts as

to the point of orde in reference the proposition Bubrmtled bjthe Senator from Ajaine, but I wish the decision of the Chair
upci the point of o der embraced in the proposition offered bythTgentlrLn frori Missouri. Now, we have jjjt:adopteda ri solution that we will not instruct the committee. The
resolution, or rither amendment, proposed by the ^naiorfrom Maine, doss not propose to send any instructions to the
committee, but is an exception of a portion of thc 8Ubject
be committed. It seems to me, however, that the amend
ment of the Senator from Missouri contemplates an instrucll°"
as lo what the committee shall and what it thall not do ; a"therefore presents itself to my mind that so far as hey
propose to dirictthe committee that it shall or shall not do such
and such a thing, it is in violation of the amendment of n y
colleague, which has already beer, decided, and therefore not
in order, although the proposition of the geutlennn from

mwm£7.» me .». ~ - «. tmaiks I mu/saV that I .concur entirely with the remarks
which have been made by the honorable Senator from Michi¬gan on this subject. I think they were very
and hope they may have their due weight. I regret exceed¬
ingly that we should be here hour after hour, and day^afterday, discussing things of no importance ; and I would submit
to the honorable Senator from Missouri whether there can be
any utility in proposing such instructions, or in takingSSr-t/i. now pursuing- ISir, * J1"1were to take up the consti.uUon of the United States. and
propose that the committee should not interfere with th -

tablishmcnt of religion in the country ; that it should^noin¬terfere with liberty of speich, that it should not grant tillcad
nobility, or do anv other of the hundreds of things which may
be prohibited by ihe constitution, or by the whole tenor of our

institutions. Certainly, sir, ifa young member like myself, a

genU man unknown to fame, as humble and unpretending a

I am, should do a thing of that sort, what little reputation I
do pesjess would very soon be lost.
Now, sir, it seems to me that these general abstract pro¬

positions, although perfectly true, and although no one wouldg^nsay^ne of them, we should not be alarmed at re ec.mg m
this way. It does seem to me that if we ever intend to come
to any practical result, we will allow the committee to go out
as proposed by the Senator from Michigan, to give us the be-
nefit of their consultations? and when theypresentthe re¬

sult of their labors before us, we can consult them, and we

will get rid of all these abstract proposition*, which the
gentleman from Missouri must see are only caltuloited to
embarrass the question it is so desirable should be

Mr. President, I present the point of order. I think it is out
of order to propose these points of instruction, when the be
nate have already decided that they will not instruct the com-

""TheVICE PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Sena¬
tor from Missouri is objected lo on the ground that it is an

instruction to the committee, and therefore inconsistent withSolution in relation to the instruction of the committee,whictTthe Senate has adopted. The Chains of opinion that
the proposition presented by the honorable Senatpt from Mis¬
souri is in the nature of instructions to the "mm.tteetoex-

cept from their deliberations a certain object. But the quorf
tion that presents itself is, whether inconsistencies are ques¬
tion* of order. On the 169th page ot the manual I find that.
"If an amendroeut be proposed inconsistent with one al-

r«»adv acreed\o it is a fit ground for its rejection by theHouLA.it not within the competence of UjeS|j«l®'JgTiremi if it were against order, tor, were he permiueuFo draw questions of consistence within the vortex ot order, heSiXXT.Tp.i.. on important modification,, .nd .up-
press, instead ol subserving, the legislative wi .

The Chsir is of opinion that the amendment is in order,
but it is for the Senate to decide.

.

Mr CL AY. I rise to perform the painful duty of appeal¬
ing from the decision of ihe Chair, and I ask the yds and
nays on the question. I do not mean t> take uptime. My
opinion is, that when the Senate has decided that it will not
do a given thing, it is out of order for that thing: to he' pro¬
posed to be done, and it is within the province of 'he Chair to
decide it to be out of order. The question is, whether the
Senate will maintain its power, whether it will maintain l s

dignity, whether it will maintain its consiftency ? and upon
that ground I must take an appeal from the decision of the

ClMr. BENTON. I beiieve that the amendment, as it is
called, though it is nothing but a rule for the government of
the conduct of the Senate, has not been adopted by the
Senate.

,The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the ap¬
peal. *

.Mr. BENTON. And now, Mr. President, I must recur
to the main point, that here is an open attempt to enforce the
previous question without any rule of the Senate, and to
. tress the previous question against the rule. It is admitted
that it is to cut off all amendments ; it is aumitto d to lie tne
previous auestion in a different form, and it is even treated as
a fsctious attempt to arrest the enforcement of the previous
question here ; to cut off all amendments where there is no

rule to authorize them. I am opposed to this course, and de¬
termined to resist it as long as the parliamentary law permits
me. I understand that the Senate declines to give instruc¬
tions to this committee ; but I have a parliamentary right o
offer them; and, when they are offered, there is no way to
.et rid of them but by a vote upon them. That is all- I
have a right to offer them. The rules are not altered. I be
Senator from Kentucky has got a re.'oWe adopted, but that
cannot alter the rules of the Senate. They cannot be alter¬
ed by a side move ; they cannot be altered, pending a ques-
tien, for the purpose of cutting off debate. Rules must e

known, and they must be adopted beforehand ; and if they
are to l>e altered, there must be notice given that they are to
hf altered ; and the process must be gone through in a regu-
1st manner. The rules of the Senate cannot be overturned ;
they cannot be obliterated ; they cannot be expunged by a
vote adopted in the progress of a case that the Senate wi.ldo
a thing contrary to ihe existing rule. 8ir, the motion of the
bonoralild Senator from Kentucky, and which has been
adopted, is a motion to overrule the rules of the Senate ; to
trsmile the rntaa of the Senate under foot for the purpose
of stifling debate, for the purpose of cutting offamendments ;
and when we come to these amendments we will see wbe her

or not they are abstractions, which have been made the root
of all the agitation that has taken place in the United States.
Sir, I intend by these amendments to cut at the root of all
that agitfctioo, and to cat up the whole address of the South-
em members, by which the country was thrown into a flame.
I mean to show that there was no foundation for any »urh
thing; that is, I mean to oflcr a proposition upon which
the votes will show that there has been a cry of "wolf,"
when there was no wolf t that the country has been alarmed
without reason, and against reason ; that thero is no design
in the Congress of the United States to encroach upon the
rights of the South, nor to aggress upon the South, nor to

oppress them upon the subject of their institutions. I pro¬
pose, sir, to give the Senate an opportunity of showing that
all this alarm has been without foundation ; and I further
propose to give to the people of the United States the highest
declaration that can be given upon earth that they have been
disturbed about nothing ; and when we come to that part of
the question, we will sec whither they are abstractions or not;
and, if these are abstractions,'then the country has been alarm¬
ed about abstractions. In the mean time, Mr President, I
propose my amendments, and I ask that a separate vote may
be taken upon each of the fourteen.

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I think
Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Mississippi allow

me to say one word f
Mr. FOOTE. Certainly; I yield with great pleasure to

the honorable Senator from South Carolina-
Mr. BUTLER. I wish to say to the Senator from Mis¬

souri, that if he supposes that the Southern people are to be
satisfied with votes upon truisms, or which all the country
should regard as such, he is mistaken. He is equally mis¬
taken, if he supposes votes of that kind are to be safety-
valves for the dangerous and aggrewive agitations of the
North. Sir, the Senator must see as plainly as I do, that
there is danger.that this thing has progressed to such lengths,
that it will be but a feeeble palliative to quiet it, to oiler a

resolution which merely declares that Congress has no right
to interfere with slavery in the States; that the South and
the whole county is in no danger, and that all the agitation is
caused by the Southern address. He is mistaken if he sup¬
poses that this thing, which may teach further than be sup¬
poses, is to be cut up by the roots by votes of this kind,
may probably differ as to the extent of the danger, but this
is not to be the safety-valve by which it is to be avoided.
Gentlemen will not aatisfy the South, I can assure them, by
any such declarations-

Mr. FOOTE. The Senate will bear witness to the fact
that I have endeavored to avoid discussion and controversy
on this question. I have believed, and I yet believe, that the
timo has con e when all true patriots should unite in the true

spirit of fraternal conciliation and compromise for the settle-
ment of these questions; and that they should feel it their
bounden and imperious duty to do all in their power to quiet
excitement, and save the republic from that danger which all
of us do know has enviioned it for the last six or eight
months. I repeat, that I did not come here this morning in
the expectation of saying a word; and especially would I not
be beard referiing to any thing emanating from a certain
quarter, after what has occurred here, but for what I con¬
ceive to be a direct attack upon myself and others with whom
I am proud to stand associated. We all know the history
of the Southern Address, and the world knows its history.
It is the history of the action of a band of patriots, worthy of
the highest laudation, and who will be held in veneration
when their calumniators, no matter who they ipay be, will
be objects of general loathing and contempt. Who is the
author of the Southern Addrras > He is known to the
world. The late illustrious Senator from South Curo-
lina, whose decease a nation now mourns, and over
whose untimely death every good msn in all chris-
tian countries, at the prebent time, is now lamenting.he
is the author, and the sole author of that Address,
In our presence here to-day, in the hearing of the friends of
that distinguished statesman associated with him in that holy
work, that address is denounced with great appearance of
deliberation, as fraught with mischief, and as having supplied
food for the agitation and excitoinent which Lai involved our
institutions in dangers from which they had to be rescued by
the efforts of others hostile to the propositions ofthat adJ res?,
and who did not participate in its preparation. 1 hose who
were associated with and sanctioned that address, are charged
with being agitators. And by whom } With whom docs such
an accusation as this originate ? I shall not b>! personal, after
the lesson I have already received here. I intend to be, in a

parliamentary sense, perfectly decorous in all things. But by
whom is this extraordinary denunciation hurled against all
those individuals who subscribed this address f By a gentle-
man long denominated the oldest member of the Senate.
the father of the Senate. By a gentleman who, on a late oc-
casion

[Here Mr. Foote, who occupies a sent on the outer
circle, in front of (he Vice President's chair, retreated back¬
wards down the aisle, towards the chair of the Vice Presi¬
dent, with a pistol in his hand, Mr. Bkntos, a moment be¬
fore, hating suddenly risen from his scat and advanced by
the aisle, outside the bar, towards him, following him into the
aisle down which the Senator from Mississippi had retreated.
In a moment almost every Senator was on his feet, and calls
to 44 order;" dcmiuds for the Sergcant-al-arms; requests
that Senators would take their Ecats, from the Chair and from
individual Senators, were repeatedly made. Mr. Bentox
was followed and arrested by Mr. Doook, of Wisconsin, and,
in the confusion and excitement which prevailed, he was

heard to exclaim, from lime to time : " I have no pistols !"
" Let him fire !" " Stand out of the way !" " I have no

pistols !" " I disdain to caqgr arms !" " Stand out of the
way, and let the assassin fire!" While making these ex¬

clamations, Mr. Behtok was brought back to hia s at; but,
breaking away from Mr. Dodoe, of Wisconsin, who sought
forcibly to detain him, he advanced again towards Mr. Foote,
who stood near the Vice President's chair, on the right-band
aide, surrounded by a number of Senators and others not
members of the Senate. Mr. Dickissox took the pistol
from the hand of Mr. Foote, and locked it up in his desk,
and Mr. Foote, on the advice of Mr. Bctler, returned to
his seat.]
The VICE PRESIDENT directed that Senators and

spectators shnuld be seated ; and order was partially restored.
Mr. DICKINSON. Mr. President, what is the question

before the Senate f
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on the ap¬

peal from the decision of the Chair.
Mr. DICKINSON. I should like to hear the question

again stated, as I do not remember precisely what it was.

[There was still much confusion prevailing at this time in
the Senate.]

Mr. CLAY. I hope that order will be preserved.
Mr. BENTON. We are not going to get off in this way.

A pistol haa tevn brought here to assassinate me. The
scoundrel had no reason to think I was armed, for I carry
nothing of tbe kind, air.

Mr. FOOTE. I brought it here to defend myself.
Mr. BEN TON. Nothing of the kind, sir. It is a false

imputation. I carry nothing of the kin'.', and no assassin has
a right to draw a pistol on me.
Several Senators. .. Order, order."
Mr. BENTON. It is a mere pretext of the as^a<sin.

Will the Senate take notice of it, or shall I be forced to take
notice of it, by going and getting a weapon myself. A pistol
has been brought here and drawn upon me by an assassin.
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will be seated.
Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President
The VICE PRESIDENT. Senators will be p'eased tosus

perd their remark^ until order is restored. Senators are re¬

quested to be seatfd.
Mr. CLAY. Mr. PresiJent
The VICE PRESIDENT. Business cannot proceed un-

| til order is restored.
Mr. HALE. I hope order will be kept in the galleries.
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is too much noise in

the galleries. Quiet and order must be restored.
Mr. FOOTE. May I proceed in order ?
Mr. BENTON. I de:nand that the Senate shall take im¬

mediate cognizance of tbe fact of this pistol having been
brought here to assassinate me, under the villanous pietext
that I was armed.the pretext of every assassin who under¬
takes to constitute a case of self-defence when loving out tbe
death of his victim. Will the Senate notice it, or shall I
myself, for it shall not pass. I will not be satisfied here.

Mr. FOOTE. If my presenting a pistol here has been
understood ss any thing except the nccessary meins of self-
defence, alter threats of personal chastisement, it is d ting me
a wrong. I saw him advancing towards me, and I took it
for granted he was armed ; for had I thought otherwise I
should hava stopped to meet him in that narrow alley. But
I supposed that he was armed, and therefore I determined to
take ground where I Cou!d meet him more fairly, and I drew
out the pistol and wa« ready to fire it in self-defence. I have
never sought any man's life, nor gone in quest of any man
with a view of taking his life. N<^ sir, never. My life has
been . defensive one from my boyhood. I mention it, not
from tbe imputations that have b en thrown out here, but
that all the Senators present and the American public, who
may hear of this thing, may be witnesses of the fact, that
whilst I was making a perfectly parliamentary speech, threat¬
ening language was used, menacing gestures indulged in, and
an advance made towards me, with the view, as I supposed,
of putting violent designs into effect. I therefore, retreated
a few steps, with a view to get elbow room to act in my own
defence, and not to shoot him. So help me God, such
alone was my intention.

Mr. President, I suppose I may now proceed in
order.

Tbe VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will suspendhis remarks for a moment. '

Mr. HALE. I have sat here supposing that some older
Senator than myself.

Mr. FOOTE. I have the floor.
. Mr. HALE. I rise to a privileged question; not to make

a motion, bat to ask the Senate whether it is not due to itself
that this subject should be investigated'

Mr. FOOTE. I court it.
Mr. HALE. I have merely suggested that some such

.clioo should be taken. God knows that it is the last duty 1

desire to perform.among, as I am, tbe very youngest mtm
on thia floor.to make any motion { but I should feel that I
was unworthy of a seat on thia floor if I tacitly allowed .

transaction of thia kind to occur here, and go without the iu-
vestigation of a committee of thia body j and I think the
Senate owes it to itself to proceed inata titer towards such a

step.. Having made the aoggeation, I leave it to older, wiatr,
and sager heads than my own to make tbe motion, though, if
nobody else does, I will do it myself.

Mr. BORLAND. So far from thinking it so serioes m
matter that the Senate are called upon to take notice o/ it, I
think it a very ridiculous affair, of which the Senate sbooM
rather feel ashamed, and say as little about it as possible. I Ui
a young member of the Senate, and one perhaps of tbe lmf
experience, but to my mind there was not any darirer on
foot at all.

Mr. FOOTE. 80 far as I am concerned, if I know my
own heart and intentions, and something of my own chand¬
ler, I have nothing of the assassin about me. I have never -

threatened any personal attacks, never. My most intimate
personal friends have never heard me indulge in any such lan¬
guage!. So help me God, I came here this morning with no

intention to dispute, but with the desire to endeavor to settle
these greit questi ms in a such a manner as would conduce
to the welfare of the country. It is my earnest desire iNn
this matter shall be investigated ; and I wish to state, in ad¬
vance, that if it can be proved, by construction or declaration,
in any shape or form, that I armed myself for the purpose of
attacking the Senator from Missouri, with the purpose of a»-

sassination, an charged.if even a cause for suspicion is made
out against me.I beg that I may be expelled ffonPlhis Sen¬
ate, of which I should ho'd myself unworthy to bo a mem¬
ber. \ es, sir ; I say that if there is even a cause for suspi¬
cion established, I desire that ruch a course may l>e pursued
towards mc. But, so help me Heavee, being threatened
with cha-tuement, and being informed that I was likely to be
attacked, and resolving, under no such circumstances, to w»»^»
the attack my sell, I solemnly prepared to resist any attack-
Anil when I thought the attack was about to be made, instead
of putting the lives of my friends in danger, I simply advanc¬
ed for the purpose of defending myself. And if tbe .Senator
had advanced down the alley for the purpose of attacking 1^,
such was my intention. Ar.d I repeat that if any Senator bay
the leatt ground of suspicion, ao far aa I am concerned, of my
motives, or thai my conduct was unworthy of a Senator or of
my constituents, I earnestly desire this committee of invest?-
gation.

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. Mr. President, I deeply de¬
plore the unhappy and violent scene which has juat occurred.
I do think that it is due to the dignity of the 8enate, and
to the high character that this body has ever maintained for
peace and good order that the matter which has just tran¬
spired should be referred to a committee, that it may be
fully investigated and reported upon. It should be properly
understood by ourselves and by the people of the United
8tates. Sir, I have known the Senator from Missouri inti¬
mately for thirty-five years, and I have never known him fa
carry arms, though I have always believed him to be a matt
who would use them when necessary, and on a proper occa>-

aion, and defend himself under any and all circumstance*.
When be rose and advanced in the direction of the Senator
from Mississippi, being one of his old friends, I went" up to
him to prevent, if possible, any difficulty in the Senate, be¬
lieving, as a member of this body, that it was my duty to at¬

tempt to keep the peacc, and to see that no act was done 00
the part of either gentleman that would have a tendency to
disturb it. I am fiiendly to both, but the Senator from Mis¬
souri has been my bosom friend for thirty-five* years, and I
will stand by him on all occasions and in any situation in
which he may be placed on earth. I say, I am not unfriendly
to either gentleman, but I am one of those who boiieve that
the Senate is not the proper place to settle difficulties of thia
character. If gentlemen choose to fight, they will find plenty
of room out of the Senate chambcr ; the streets are large, tbe
neighboring grounds are spacious, but the respect we owe to
the country and to ourselves should prevent the occurrence of
such scenes in the Senate chamber. Sir, a clue regard for
the respect and dignity of the donate constrains me to urge,
in the strongest terms, that'the subject be referred to a con*

m.ttee for investigation and such action as this body may deem
to be due to i>s own character.

I ha\e nothing to say about the violence of the scene or tbe
drawing of the pistol. These are their own affairs, and are
matters that they must decide upon their own responsibility j
but for the honor of this body, and for the honor of the whole
country, I am certiin that these things should ba stopped.
W e ought to have an end to wrangling and to personalities ;
wo were sent here for greater and for nobler purposes. The
Senate of the United States has heretofore been considered as
one of the most d'gnified and decorous bodies of men in tbe
world, and we owe it to ourselves to vindicate the 8enate
from the disrepute, so far as it can be done, which attaches
to it in consequence of a scene like thia. I hope I am not
troublesome. It is not often, Mr. President, that I trespass
on the time of the Senate, and I would have greatly preferred
that any other Senator should have moved in this matter, f
feel that it ought not to be permitted to pass in silence- No
one can regret more than I do that such an occurrence should
have transpired in this hall, between two members of the body
and of the Fame political party ; but as such is unhappily the
fact, I wish to see every thing presented in a fair and proper
point of view. I move you, then, sir, that a committee of
five be appointed by the Chair to investigate the whole mattes,
and report all the facts to the Senate.
Mr. MANGUM. I have drawn up very hastily a resolu¬

tion on this subject. I concur entirely with every remark I
have heard fall Irom the Senator from Wisconsin, and I have
drawn up a resolution proposing that a committee of revet
should be appointed.

Mr. DODGE. I accept of that number.
Mr. MAIVGUM. I myself decline to serve as one of the

members of the committee, but the honorable Senator from
Wisconsin I hope will be placed at the head of it. Tbe re¬

solution is:
Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to in¬

vestigate the disorder ot to-<lay in the Sunate, and that they
report to the Senate what befits the occasion, and have power
to examine witnesses and take testimony in the case.

Will the honorable Senator accept this in lieu of his mo¬
tion ?

Mr. DODGE. It presents my views exactly, and I verv

willingly accept it.
Mr. CLAY. I should have risen earlier, sir, but from »

personal duty which I will not name at present. I think the
course which has been piopoeed a very proper one. Tbe
facts which unfortunately occurred were within the observa¬
tion of most of the Senators, I suppose. I was not Inching
on at the moment, for my attention was drawn from that port
of the body. But I think the resolution does not go far
enough. I think the two Senators who have been phced in
an unpleasjnt relation towards each other ought to be placed
under an obligation to keep the peace, and for that purpose,
that they should either voluntarily or otherwise go before
some mug strate of the city, or tfcat both of them in their
places here should pledge themselves.which would be more

gratifying to me.not to pursue this matter, at any rate, during
the session of the Senate, further than what occurred to-day.
If the Senators will make such promise to the Senat**. I shall
be extremely happy.

Mr. BE.N rOS. I have done nothing upon God Almighty's
earth to authorize any man to charge me wiih a breach of the
peace, and I will rot in jail before I will give a promise ad-
miltng that the charge is true. I regret nothing. It islykie
and cowjrdly to undertake to impu'e to roc the bearing of
arms here, in order to justify the use of them upon me. I
have done nothing, and I will rot in jail before I will give »
a prom se which admits, by implication, that I have bc«m*.
gni.ty of a brejeh of the peace.

Mr. CLAY". My ob-ervations did not relate to the past.
but to the future. I did not pretend to say whether either of
'he parties or both a-e in fault. I mere'v expressed a wish is>
reference to the future, and without reference to the past
that tte two Senators should come under s me legal or per¬
sona! obligation not to push this matter fur her

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President.
S»vr.RAt SiffAToas. Be cool.
Mr. FOOTE. I am perfectly cool, and I feel tbe gravity of

the occasion as deeply as others. I have only this to my lm
"gL2^ 'nd 1 know lnV cot.slitutional right*.

both in my place in the Senate and elsewhere. I have neve*

threatened a human be:ng with personal attacks in my hfc,
and of course I have never executed a threat of that kfnd

»r

* have never worn arm6 to mako on attack on any

EsTm! re Ter WOrn "m,s at a" in ^Senate except
cuZ\M!h" °,h0rday in ^ Senate W1,h a

CU 'gel. My lriends urged upon me that, being diminutive ki
mo and quite feeble in health, I should it leas! w«r arms f"
my own defence. It was a novel thins to n-e, for I am not

mbI a,m' 1 Put on ar.. supposing it pre¬
fer the

,n'S
e ata. a^er w^at had occurred, fimplv
^lending myself. Having a constitutional

cioed thM rght^' ^ 0W" defrnfe' 1 batc neiely oxer-

mem'? Will the Sena'.or give way for a mo-

JJ'' FOOTE. Certainly.
closed

MAN0UM* 1 moT° lh,lt doers of It* Senate bt

Several SsifATons. Ob, no.
* hope not; I hope my friend will not de»

U\ h,l'r-Jh^ he wil1 withdraw.be motion.
' r';, ^VAKD, («in his seat.) ISp, you aie right ; inset

upon it.
Mr. FOOTE. I beg my friend will n*t insist upon it.

wnen a public explanation is necessary to mvself.
Mr. MANGUM. Well, I will withdraw It.
Mr. FOOTE. Now, 1 say again that I shall a/Way* w»er

arms, when I suppose I am in danger, for the purpow of*¥-
defer.ee alone. I have never assailed young or olti in my
life, by any menace of violence Or any actual attacks It j*
only when I am threatened with danger that I wear arms L
have always preferred a different mode of setting ^ch B.t:
ter*, and 1 have kept the door wide open f»r ihe purpose «d
avoiding such scenes as have occurred in this body to-day. In
reply to the Senator from Kentucky, who ia entitled to to
re-pecl and veneration of all, and whose reputation f>r cluval-


